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NEWSLETTER number 2
18th May 2007

Welcome to our second newsletter. 

News from the team

We were sorry to say goodbye to Ambi Nijjar, research assistant based at City University who has married and moved away. We welcome Steve Abbott, an experienced researcher from City University to the team. We also welcome Juan Adriano, health informatics expert based at City University and Helen Shaw, research assistant based at University of Hertfordshire.

Research Ethics Approval
We are delighted to have been given a favourable ethical approval by the Berkshire MREC – this covers all 7 sites.
Research Governance Approval
We have applied to the R&D Departments of all 7 sites for research governance approval. The Departments often have different queries but we are expecting approval in some sites in the next few weeks.
When will the research start?
Because of the length of time it can take to get research governance approval it seems that the earliest data collection will start will be June, and in some sites later than this. 

What will happen?

We have allocated each site a team of dedicated researchers. The team will be led by a senior researcher, a health informatics expert for the survey element and a research assistant. We will contact you individually to let you know who your team is and to arrange 4 visits over six months to carry out the survey element. The first visit will be prior to data collection and your team will visit to introduce themselves, answer any queries and carry out an assessment of how the survey sample will be identified from your databases. Your colleagues/manager may be interested in meeting us and clarify any points. We would also like to meet or make contact with the person who maintains your caseload database. Our health informatics expert and your research assistant will come on a second visit setting up the database for the survey and questionnaire packs will be sent to the sample from your caseload. On the third visit your research assistant will transfer details of participants who have consented to taking part in the study to the research team’s database. Questionnaire packs will be resent to those who did not reply from the first invite. On the last visit the research assistant will transfer details of any remaining consenting participants to our databases. 
Interviews with yourselves and colleagues and interviews or focus groups with patients and carers will be arranged at a mutually agreeable time by your research team.

So, in the next few weeks you can expect

· To find out who the lead researcher and research assistant is for your site. Juan will cover all 7 sites as health informatics expert.
· Some idea of the research governance progress in your site.
· Depending on above some suggested dates for the site visits.
You can contact any of us with any queries:

Sally Kendall (lead investigator)

 s.kendall@herts.ac.uk
Sue Procter




s.procter@city.ac.uk
Tricia Wilson (project manager)
 
p.m.wilson@herts.ac.uk
Fiona Brooks




f.m.brooks@herts.ac.uk
Steve Abbott



S.J.Abbott@city.ac.uk
Juan Adriano (health informatics)
dj509@soi.city.ac.uk
Elaine McNeilly (research assistant)
e.mcneilly@herts.ac.uk
Helen Shaw (research assistant)
h.f.shaw@herts.ac.uk
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