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Guidance for Professional Pathway Placement Providers 

City University offers an unrivalled opportunity for both organisations and students to benefit from undergraduate Professional Pathway (PP) IT placements. The scheme enables students* to undertake agreed industry-relevant work for four days a week after completing at least one year of fulltime study, provided they have demonstrated a strong academic record. These guidance notes outline what Professional Pathway placement providers usually want to know about taking on a student.

The Professional Pathway scheme is unique to City University London and has been running for almost 10 years. By participating as an employer in this scheme you are accessing a pool of talented undergraduates who have a good academic record and a serious motivation to work in the IT industry. PP students make the conscious decision to leave their peers and everyday student life to work in IT. Motivation, drive and determination are required to combine a four day working week with undergraduate study. The need to continue working in IT over at least a three year period (offering a single 12 month contract is acceptable and most employers start with this option, some extend contracts and others look for a new student every year), drives students to perform to a very high standard in the workplace. (If a contract is extended beyond 12 months, this gives you an opportunity to gain more return on your initial investment. No other university in the UK offers this opportunity; it is the innovative way in which we deliver our courses and the strong relationships we have built with employers that make this scheme successful.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
When do Professional Pathway placements take place?

PP placements are normally undertaken from June/July onwards. Typically, students are offered a 12 month rolling contract, extended annually at the discretion of the employer. Students can stay with an employer up until graduation, and many students stay on with employers after graduation. Employers must allow the student to have at least one day a week off to attend classes at City. A students’ modules, tutorials and exams are scheduled for this day.

How does an organisation advertise a PP placement?

PP placements can be advertised to students by contacting Mohson Khan, Professional Pathway Coordinator, Professional Liaison Unit, City University (placements@soi.city.ac.uk  or 020 7040 4055).

What type of work does a PP involve?

Students may be recruited to carry out general IT related work. Examples of this include; user/hardware/software support, web development, programming / application development etc. Students who join PP after completing one year of their degree are expected to carry out a piece of project work, (team based or working alone), The project work starts in December onwards and is assessed by late August. Project work is only required of the student once during their participation in the PP Scheme and can be a part of, or in addition to, the student’s day-to-day role. 

Are students externally accredited?
Students within the School of Informatics are able to work towards exemption from all/part of the British Computer Society’s educational requirements for membership. They are also accredited with partial Chartered Engineering (CEng) and Chartered Scientist (CSci.) status. 
Who manages the student in the workplace?

The direct line manager of the student at your organisation will be referred to as the "Workplace Supervisor". They will manage the student’s work.

Who manages the student at City University?

Students on PP will normally document their work experience using a Professional Development Scheme approved by the British Computer Society and they will be assisted in doing so by a Work-based Learning Advisor (WLA), a tutor from the Professional Liaison Unit.

Are there financial implications?

On average, PP placement providers pay a starting salary of between 15 and 18k. Some PP employers choose to pay this pro-rata to be in line with the 4 days a week a student works for them.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If you require further information, or would like to offer a PP placement, please contact;

Mohson Khan

Professional Pathway Coordinator

Professional Liaison Unit

City University

Email: placements@soi.city.ac.uk  Tel: 020 7040 4055

*For details of the courses undertaken by our students, visit http://www.soi.city.ac.uk/ugdetails/index.html
Past Professional Pathway Placements
City Informatics PP students are able to investigate, design, build, test and evaluate information systems… and more!  They can be relied upon to act in a professional manner at all times. Some past PP placements are shown below;

· SQL database management and software testing for social care systems, leading onto requirements gathering and application development in C++, ASP.NET for a software developer, developing applications for social care
·  Network support and Hardware Software Installation in a Private school

·  Web development team at the Metropolitan Police

·  Project Management at the Bank of America

·  ASP.NET to develop applications for a financial services provider

·  Web Accessibility consultant

·  Web Developer at the CASS Business School

· Junior Developer, Java, Access, VB

· Junior User Experience Designer, LexisNexis

· The Royal Bank of Scotland – Group Technology - 3 year Apprenticeship programme 
· Trainee Java Developers - Social Care Management Software
· Service Desk Analyst – providing first line, some second line support and project assignments

If you require further information, or would like to offer a PP placement, please contact;

Mohson Khan

Professional Pathway Coordinator

Professional Liaison Unit

City University

Email: placements@soi.city.ac.uk  Tel: 020 7040 4055

*For details of the courses undertaken by our students, 
visit http://www.soi.city.ac.uk/ugdetails/index.html






